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Abortion foes: 2024 GOP hopefuls must back federal limits 


People march and hold anti-abortion signs during the “March for Life” event on Wednesday, Feb. 
1, 2023 in Richmond, Va. 
Associated Press 
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By SARA BURNETT and JILL COLVIN Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Emboldened anti-abortion activists are 
looking to the 2024 presidential election as an opportu- 
nity to solidify their influence over the Republican Party. 
Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America, the most influential 
group in the anti-abortion movement, is telling each po- 
tential GOP presidential hopeful that to win its backing 
— or avoid being a target of its opposition — they must 
support national restrictions on the procedure. Exceptions 
in cases of rape, incest or to save the life of the mother 
are acceptable, the activists say, but leaving the ques- 
tion for states to decide is not. "It is a level of protection 
that goes to every single state. That's the baseline of what 
we're looking to do," said Frank Cannon, Susan B. Antho- 
ny's chief political strategist. "Anything less than that will 
not be acceptable and will not be somebody that SBA 
can support. So, it's that simple." 
That directive is creating an early litmus test for Repub- 
licans considering entering the first presidential election 
since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, the 
landmark decision that enshrined federal protections for 
abortion for roughly 50 years. While the hard-line stance 
could please anti-abortion activists who hold sway in 
GOP primaries, it could create problems for the party's 
eventual nominee in the general election. 
Continued on Page 2 
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Voters protected abortion 
rights via ballot measures 
in six states in 2022, includ- 
ing Kansas, a state former 
President 
Donald 
Trump 
twice won by double-dig- 
it margins. AP VoteCast, 
a survey of the midterm 
electorate, showed the Su- 
preme Court's decision was 
broadly unpopular. About 
6 in 10 said they were an- 
gry or dissatisfied by it, and 
roughly the same percent- 
age said they favor a law 
guaranteeing access to le- 
gal abortion nationwide. 
Supporters 
of 
abortion 
rights say the issue was 
a "game changer" that 
helped 
Democrats 
last 
year and that will motivate 
voters even more in 2024, 
after two years of seeing 
the effects of restrictions. 
"We're in a nation where 18 
states have no access to 
abortion, and that number 
is not going down. It's go- 
ing to go up as additional 
court cases get decided," 
said Jenny Lawson, vice 
president of organizing and 
engagement 
campaigns 
at 
Planned 
Parenthood 
Action Fund. She predict- 


ed people will see head- 
lines "over and over again" 
about pregnant children 
forced to travel out of state 
for abortions or people un- 
able to get proper miscar- 
riage care because doc- 
tors are afraid of liability. 
Pressure from the anti-abor- 
tion movement has put 
Trump, who announced his 
third run for the presidency 
last year, in perhaps the 
most complicated position. 
He is arguably more respon- 
sible for the overturning of 
Roe than anyone else, hav- 
ing appointed three anti- 
abortion Supreme Court 
justices who backed last 
year's ruling. But he has also 
made clear that he be- 
lieves pushing any further 
will hurt Republicans, and 
he accused anti-abortion 
leaders of failing to do 
enough to help GOP can- 
didates in the midterms. 
"I just didn't see them fight- 
ing during this last election, 
fighting for victory," Trump 
said in an interview with 
David Brody, a longtime 
commentator for the Chris- 
tian Broadcasting Network. 
Trump, who described him- 
self as "very pro-choice" 
before 
entering 
politics, 


stressed that objecting to 
exceptions for rape, incest 
and the life of the mother 
makes it "much harder to 
win elections." He has criti- 
cized evangelical leaders 
who have been slow to 
endorse his latest run, blast- 
ing decisions by pastors like 
Robert Jeffress to wait to 
assess the rest of the field 
as "a sign of disloyalty." 
Cannon called the notion 
that 
opposing 
abortion 
hurt the GOP last year "ab- 
solutely absurd," pointing 
to candidates like Florida 
Gov. Ron DeSantis — a top 
potential GOP presidential 
candidate — who easily 
won reelection. DeSantis 
signed into law last year a 
ban on abortion after 15 
weeks of pregnancy. 
The Republican candidates 
who got "clobbered," Can- 
non said, were those who 
tried to avoid the topic. 
"What you have to do is ar- 
gue for protections that the 
American people see as 
reasonable versus the ex- 
tremism of no exceptions, 
even late-term abortion," 
Cannon said. "And if you 
do that, it's a winning com- 
bination." 
SBA Pro-Life America, which 


raised over $60 million for 
2020 
campaigns 
along 
with its affiliated super PAC, 
is talking with each poten- 
tial 
candidate, 
Cannon 
said. While records are be- 
ing discussed, what matters 
in 2024 is what policies the 
candidates prioritize when 
they announce their bids. 
SBA's specific request is to 
support "at a minimum" a 
"heartbeat bill" or "pain-ca- 
pable" bill, he said. 
The heartbeat bill would 
make abortion illegal after 
cardiac activity is detect- 
ed, which occurs at roughly 
six weeks of pregnancy — 
before some women know 
they're pregnant. Legisla- 
tion that references the 
fetus feeling pain, such as 
a measure introduced last 
year by Sen. Lindsey Gra- 
ham, R-S.C., would ban the 
procedure at around 15 
weeks. Graham's bill didn't 
advance in the Democrat- 
ic-controlled 
chamber, 
and even some fellow Re- 
publicans distanced them- 
selves from it ahead of the 
midterms. 
Trump's stance has pro- 
vided an opening on the 
right for potential rivals like 
former Vice President Mike 


Pence and former Secre- 
tary of State Mike Pompeo, 
both of whom are evan- 
gelical Christians with long- 
held anti-abortion stances. 
Pence has spent months 
visiting so-called crisis preg- 
nancy centers that counsel 
women against abortions. 
And he has embarked on 
a tour of megachurches, 
including Jeffress' First Bap- 
tist Church in Dallas, and 
spoken before major anti- 
abortion groups. 
His advocacy group, Ad- 
vancing American Free- 
dom, has pushed for Con- 
gress to pass legislation 
including a national abor- 
tion ban beginning around 
six weeks of pregnancy 
and a bill that would es- 
tablish legal personhood 
at conception. Marc Short, 
Pence's former chief of staff 
and longtime adviser, said 
that when it comes to de- 
clared and potential 2024 
candidates, "I see him as 
the most comfortable ex- 
plaining his pro-life con- 
victions and the basis for 
them." 
For Pence, he said, the is- 
sue is about much more 
than politics. 
"Mike does it because this 
is core to the reason that 
he ran for office and won 
for the first time. It's always 
been for him a top issue 
and it's a priority," he said. 
Former South Carolina Gov. 
Nikki Haley, who was U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations under Trump, is an- 
other potential candidate 
who signed abortion prohi- 
bitions into law in her state. 
The 2016 law bans abortion 
at 20 weeks of pregnancy 
and includes an exception 
if the mother's life is in jeop- 
ardy but not for cases of 
rape or incest. 
After the Supreme Court's 
decision, Haley said states, 
and not "unelected justic- 
es," should control abortion 
policy. That position puts 
her at odds with SBA and 
other anti-abortion groups. 
Others see abortion as a 
potential vulnerability for 
DeSantis. A spokesperson 
for South Dakota Gov. Kristi 
Noem, who is also exploring 
a potential run, recently un- 
loaded on DeSantis, ques- 
tioning where he stands on 
the issue.q 


Abortion-rights protesters project messages to a building during an event sponsored by Susan B. Anthony Pro Life America at the 
National Building Museum, Sept. 13, 2022, in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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By JIM SALTER 
Associated Press 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Attorneys 
general in 20 conservative- 
led states warned CVS and 
Walgreens on Wednesday 
that they could face le- 
gal consequences if they 
sell abortion pills by mail in 
those states. 
A letter from Republican 
Missouri Attorney General 
Andrew Bailey to the na- 
tion’s largest pharmacy- 
dispensing companies was 
co-signed by 19 other at- 
torneys general, warning 
that sale of abortion pills 
would violate federal law 
and abortion laws in many 
states. Missouri is among 
states that implemented 
strict abortion prohibitions 
last summer after the Su- 
preme Court ruling over- 
turning Roe v. Wade. 
Bailey didn’t specify what 


legal action he would take 
if the pharmacies begin 
selling abortion pills to Mis- 
sourians by mail. 
“I will enforce the laws as 
written,” Bailey said in a 
statement in response to 
questions from The Associ- 
ated Press. “That includes 
laws protecting the health 
of women and their unborn 
children. 
The FDA rule is in direct vio- 
lation of federal law, and 
the unelected bureaucrats 
at the FDA have no au- 
thority to change Missouri 
law, either. The people’s 
elected 
representatives 
have spoken on the issue of 
abortion in our state, and 
we will fight to uphold that 
in court.” 
Nineteen states have im- 
posed restrictions on abor- 
tion pills, but there’s a court 
battle over whether they 


have the power to do so in 
defiance of U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration policy. 
A physician and a com- 
pany that makes the pill 
mifepristone filed separate 
lawsuits last month seeking 
to strike down bans in North 
Carolina and West Virginia. 
For more than 20 years, the 
FDA limited dispensing of 
the drug to a subset of spe- 
cialty offices and clinics be- 
cause of safety concerns. 
But since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
agency eased restrictions, 
eliminating the in-person 
requirement for the pill and 
allowing brick-and-mortar 
pharmacies to dispense it. 
At least one lawsuit filed 
by abortion opponents ar- 
gues that the FDA has over- 
stepped its authority in ap- 
proving the abortion drugs. 
A 
spokesman 
for 
Wal- 


greens said the company 
is not currently dispensing 
mifepristone, although they 
are working to become eli- 
gible through an FDA-man- 
dated 
certification 
pro- 
cess, requiring pharmacies 
to meet specific standards 
in shipping, tracking and 


confidentially storing drug 
prescribing records. 
“We fully understand that 
we may not be able to 
dispense Mifepristone in all 
locations if we are certi- 
fied under the program,” a 
statement from spokesman 
Fraser Engerman read.q 


By LISA MASCARO and 
KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — New- 
ly empowered House Re- 
publicans are preparing 
to oust Democratic Rep. 
Ilhan Omar, a Somali-born 
Muslim lawmaker, from the 
House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee over her past com- 
ments critical of Israel and 
as payback after Demo- 
crats booted far-right GOP 
lawmakers from commit- 
tees for their incendiary, 
violent remarks. 
A procedural vote Wednes- 
day showed unified Re- 
publican support for mov- 
ing against Omar, who has 
apologized for comments 
that she has said she came 
to understand were viewed 
as antisemitic. It was ap- 
proved on party lines, with 
all Democrats opposed. A 
final vote was expected 
Thursday. House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy has been 
eager to flex Republican 
power to remove the Min- 
nesota Democrat after he 
blocked Rep. Adam Schiff 
and Rep. Eric Swalwell, 
both California Democrats, 
from rejoining the House 
Intelligence 
Committee 
once the GOP took control 


of the chamber in January. 
Unlike most committees, 
appointments to the Intel- 
ligence Committee are the 
prerogative of the speaker. 
“This is about vengeance. 
This is about spite. This is 
about politics,” said Rep. 
James McGovern of Mas- 
sachusetts, the top Demo- 
crat on the House Rules 
Committee, as Republicans 
called a hurried meeting 


late Tuesday to consider 
the move against Omar. 
McGovern 
argued 
that 
Democrats had removed 
Reps. 
Marjorie 
Taylor 
Greene, R-Ga., and Paul 
Gosar, R-Ariz., from commit- 
tees for remarks that were 
far more extreme and vio- 
lent against fellow lawmak- 
ers than those for which 
Omar had apologized. 
Republicans said they were 


waiting for Democrats to 
formally nominate Omar to 
the committee, which she 
served on during the last 
Congress. Once the com- 
mittee roster is approved 
by the House, then Repub- 
licans would move to strip 
her of the seat. 
Democrats have little re- 
course at this point and are 
planning to formally submit 
their lineup for a vote. “We 


are united that she should 
be seated on the com- 
mittee, said Rep. Gregory 
Meeks of New York, the 
ranking Democrat on the 
committee. 
The 
resolution 
proposed 
by Rep. Max Miller, R-Ohio, 
a former official in the 
Trump administration, says 
“Omar’s comments have 
brought dishonor to the 
House of Representatives.” 
Texas Rep. Michael Mc- 
Caul, the committee chair- 
man, argued against her 
inclusion on the commit- 
tee in a recent closed- 
door meeting with fellow 
Republicans. “It’s just that 
her worldview of Israel is so 
diametrically opposed to 
the committee’s,” McCaul 
said. “I don’t mind having 
differences of opinion, but 
this goes beyond that.” 
Having her on the commit- 
tee, he said, “creates dys- 
function.” Omar said the 
issues Republicans have 
cited in opposing her are 
a pretext to justify their ac- 
tions. In reality, “it is about 
revenge. It’s about ap- 
peasing the former presi- 
dent,” Omar said a recent 
news conference at the 
Capitol, referring to Donald 
Trump.q 


Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn., speaks during a news conference on Capitol Hill in Washington, Jan. 
25, 2023, in Washington. 
Associated Press 


Republicans set to oust Rep. Omar from Foreign Affairs panel 


Boxes of the drug mifepristone sit on a shelf at the West Alabama 
Women’s Center in Tuscaloosa, Ala., on March 16, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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By ADAM BEAM 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom 
wants 
to 
limit 
where people can carry 
concealed guns after mul- 
tiple mass shootings left 
dozens dead across the 
state in January, calling for 
more restrictions in a state 
that already has some of 
the nation’s toughest gun 
laws. 
He 
endorsed 
legislation 
Wednesday 
that 
would 
ban people from carry- 
ing concealed guns into 
churches, public libraries, 
zoos, 
amusement 
parks, 
playgrounds, banks and all 
other privately owned busi- 
nesses that are open to the 
public. The rule wouldn’t 
apply if the business own- 
er puts up a sign that says 


concealed guns are al- 
lowed. 
Democratic state Sen. An- 
thony Portantino, the bill’s 
author, called that excep- 
tion “a legal nuance that I 


think helps it with constitu- 
tional muster.” 
“This is not window dress- 
ing. This is to put a strong 
bill on the governor’s desk 
to withstand a legal chal- 


lenge that is sure to come,” 
Portantino said. 
It would also ban anyone 
younger than 21 from hav- 
ing a permit to carry their 
gun concealed and would 
require all permit holders to 
have more training, includ- 
ing on how to safely store 
and transport guns. 
California and half a doz- 
en other states previously 
had laws that required 
people to give a reason 
if they wanted to carry a 
concealed gun in public 
like citing a direct threat to 
their public safety. 
But a U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling last year struck down 
those laws, making it easier 
for people in those states to 
get a permit to carry a con- 
cealed weapon. 
California Democrats tried 
to pass new rules last year 


and they would have suc- 
ceeded, had it not been 
for a strategic blunder re- 
quiring a two-thirds vote of 
the Legislature so the bill 
could take effect immedi- 
ately. Democrats could not 
round up enough support, 
and the bill died. 
“That’s not going to hap- 
pen this year,” Newsom 
said. “I will be signing this 
legislation.” 
Newsom 
and 
legisla- 
tive Democrats vowed to 
double down on passing 
a new law this year. Their 
cause came with renewed 
urgency, after mass shoot- 
ings in Monterey Park and 
Half Moon Bay left 18 peo- 
ple dead and 10 others 
wounded. In total, the state 
had six mass shootings in 
January and at least 29 
people were killed.q 


By SUSAN HAIGH 
Associated Press 
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 
Decades before the infa- 
mous Salem witch trials in 
Massachusetts, Alse Young 
was killed at the gallows 
in Connecticut, becoming 
the first person on record to 
be executed in the Ameri- 
can colonies for witchcraft. 
The Windsor town clerk reg- 
istered the death on May 
26, 1647, in a diary entry 
that read: “Alse Young was 
hanged.” Young was the 
first of nine women and 
two men executed by the 
colony of Connecticut for 
witchcraft over 15 years, a 
period during which more 
than 40 people faced trial 
for having ties to Satan. 
Now, more than 375 years 
later, amateur historians, 
researchers and descen- 
dants 
of 
the 
accused 
witches and their accus- 
ers hope Connecticut law- 
makers will finally offer post- 
humous exonerations. 
While such requests aren’t 
new, they have become 
louder as many genealogy 
buffs discover they have 
distant relatives involved in 
the lesser-known Connecti- 
cut witch trials. 


“They’re 
talking 
about 
how this has followed their 
families from generation to 
generation and that they 
would love for someone 
just to say, ‘Hey, this was 
wrong,’” said Connecticut 
state Rep. Jane Garibay, 
who proposed an exonera- 
tion resolution after receiv- 
ing letters from eighth- and 


ninth-generation 
relatives 
of accused witches. “And 
to me, that’s an easy thing 
to do if it gives people 
peace.” 
Other states and countries 
have attempted to atone 
for a history of persecut- 
ing people as witches. Last 
year, Scotland’s prime min- 
ister issued a formal apol- 


ogy to the estimated 4,000 
Scots, mostly women, who 
were accused of witch- 
craft up until 1736. Of the 
4,000, about 2,500 were 
killed. A Scottish member of 
parliament last year called 
for posthumously pardon- 
ing them. 
In 
2022, 
Massachusetts 
lawmakers formally exon- 


erated Elizabeth Johnson 
Jr., who was convicted 
of witchcraft in 1693 and 
sentenced to death at the 
height of the Salem Witch 
Trials. Johnson is believed to 
be the last accused Salem 
witch to have her convic- 
tion set aside by legislators. 
In 2006, former Virginia Gov. 
Tim Kaine gave an informal 
pardon to Grace Sher- 
wood, a widowed midwife 
who was blamed by neigh- 
bors for ruining crops, kill- 
ing livestock and creating 
storms and subsequently 
accused of being a witch. 
With her hands bound, 
Sherwood was thrown into 
a river to see if she floated, 
which was purported to in- 
dicate guilt. She managed 
to set herself free and spent 
seven years in prison. 
Connecticut’s witch trials 
were held in the mid-to- 
late 1600s. In each of the 
New 
England 
colonies, 
witchcraft was considered 
a capital offense. Accord- 
ing to the earliest laws in 
the colony of Connecticut, 
“any man or women (to) 
bee a Witch, that is, hath 
or consulteth with a familiar 
spirit, they shall bee put to 
death.”q 


In this Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2023 photo, Beth Caruso, author and co-founder of the CT Witch Trial 
Exoneration Project, which was created to clear the names of the accused, stands on the Palisado 
Green in Windsor, Conn., where in 1651, an accident during a local militiamen training exercise 
led to the accusation of witchcraft and hanging of Lydia Gilbert. 
Associated Press 


Connecticut may exonerate accused witches centuries later 


California Gov. Gavin Newsom speaks Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2023, 
at the I.D.E.S. Portuguese Hall in Half Moon Bay, Calif., with 
victims’ families, local leaders and community members that 
were impacted by the devastating shootings the day before. 
Associated Press 
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By DÁNICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— Four key suspects in the 
killing of Haitian President 
Jovenel Moïse were trans- 
ferred to the United States 
for prosecution as the case 
stagnates in Haiti amid 
death threats that have 
spooked local judges, U.S. 
officials announced Tues- 
day. 
The suspects now in custo- 
dy of the U.S. government 
include 
James 
Solages, 
37, and Joseph Vincent, 
57, two Haitian-Americans 
who were among the first 
arrested after Moïse was 
shot 12 times at his private 
home near the capital of 
Port-au-Prince on July, 7 
2021. 
Also charged is Christian 
Emmanuel Sanon, an el- 
derly pastor, doctor and 
failed businessman that au- 
thorities have identified as 
a key player. His associates 
have suggested he was 
duped by the real and still 
unidentified masterminds 
behind the assassination 
that 
has 
plunged 
Haiti 
deep into political chaos 
and unleashed a level of 
gang violence not seen in 
decades. 
The fourth suspect was 
identified 
as 
Colombian 
citizen Germán Rivera Gar- 
cía, 44, who is among near- 
ly two dozen former Co- 
lombian soldiers charged in 
the case. 
Rivera, along with Solages 
and Vincent, face charg- 
es including conspiring to 
commit murder or kidnap- 
ping outside the U.S. and 
providing material support 
and resources resulting in 
death, the U.S. Justice De- 
partment said. 
Sanon is charged with con- 
spiring to smuggle goods 
from the U.S. and provid- 
ing unlawful export infor- 
mation. Court documents 
state that he allegedly 
shipped 20 ballistic vests 
to Haiti, but that the items 
shipped were described as 
“medical X-ray vests and 
school supplies.” 
It was not immediately 
known if the four suspects 
had attorneys who could 
comment on the develop- 
ment. The men are sched- 
uled to appear in federal 


court Wednesday in Miami. 
A total of seven suspects 
in the case are now in U.S. 
custody. Dozens of others 
still languish in Haiti’s main 
penitentiary, which is se- 
verely overcrowded and 
often lacks food and water 
for inmates. 
The case has reached a 
virtual standstill in Haiti, 
with local officials last year 
nominating a fifth judge to 
investigate the killing after 
four others were dismissed 
or resigned for personal 
reasons. 
One judge told The Asso- 
ciated Press that his family 
asked him not to take the 
case because they feared 
for his life. Another judge 
stepped down after one 
of his assistants died under 
murky circumstances. 
Court documents state that 
exactly two months before 
Moïse was killed, Vincent 
texted Solages a video of a 
cat “reacting alertly” to the 
sound of gunfire and that 
Solages laughed, prompt- 
ing Vincent to respond: 
“That’s the way Jovenel will 
be pretty much, but (soon- 
er) if you guys really up to 
it!” 
The document states that 
Solages 
responded 
that 
“(this) cat will never come 
back,” and “trust me broth- 
er, we definitely working 
our final decision.” 
Then in June, some 20 for- 
mer 
Colombian 
soldiers 
were recruited to suppos- 


edly help arrest the presi- 
dent and protect Sanon, 
who 
envisioned 
himself 
as Haiti’s new leader. Ri- 
vera was in charge of that 
group, 
the 
documents 
state. 
The plan was to detain 
Moïse and whisk him to 
an 
unidentified 
location 
by plane, but that plot fell 
through when the suspects 
couldn’t find a plane or suf- 
ficient weapons, authorities 
said. 
A day before the killing, 
Solages falsely told other 
suspects that it was a CIA 
operation and that the 
mission was to kill the presi- 
dent, according to the 
documents. Shortly before 
the killing, authorities said, 
Solages shouted that it was 
allegedly a DEA operation 
to ensure compliance from 
the president’s security de- 
tail. About a year after the 
killing, U.S. authorities say 
they interviewed Solages, 
Vincent and Rivera while 
they were in Haitian cus- 
tody and that they agreed 
to talk. 
The other suspects already 
in U.S. custody are Rodol- 
phe Jaar, a former U.S. 
government 
informant 
and a Haitian businessman 
who was extradited from 
the Dominican Republic, 
where he was detained in 
January 2022. 
That same month, U.S. au- 
thorities arrested Mario An- 
tonio Palacios Palacios, a 


former Colombian soldier 
who was deported by Ja- 
maica after fleeing there 
from Haiti. While en route 
to Colombia, he was de- 
tained by U.S. officials in 
Panama during a layover. 
Also in January 2022, au- 
thorities 
arrested 
former 
Haitian Sen. John Joël Jo- 
seph, who also had fled to 
Jamaica. 
Alfredo Izaguirre, a Miami- 
based lawyer for Palacios, 
said Tuesday’s arrival of 
the four other suspects will 
postpone the trial because 
they all have to be tried at 
the same time. He said Pa- 
lacios had been prepared 
for the trial to begin in early 
March, but now it could be 
postponed for up to four 
months. 
Haiti police say other high- 
profile suspects remain at 
large, including a former 
Supreme Court judge who 
authorities say was favored 
to seize power from Moïse 
instead of Sanon as origi- 
nally planned. Another fu- 
gitive is Joseph Badio, al- 
leged leader of the plot 
who previously worked for 
Haiti’s Ministry of Justice 
and the government’s anti- 
corruption unit until he was 
fired, police say. 
Emmanuel Jeanty, an at- 
torney for the president’s 
widow, Martine Moïse, who 
was injured in the attack 
and flown to the U.S. for 
care, did not return a mes- 
sage for comment. q 


Suspects in the assassination of Haiti’s President Jovenel Moise, among them Haitian-American 
citizens James Solages, left, and Joseph Vincent, second left, are shown to the media at the 
General Direction of the police in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Thursday, July 8, 2021. 
Associated Press 


4 key suspects in Haiti presidential slaying in U.S. custody 


WORLD NEWS 
Thursday 2 February 2023 
A6 


By KANIS LEUNG 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — Hong 
Kong banned CBD as a 
“dangerous drug” and im- 
posed harsh penalties for its 
possession on Wednesday, 
forcing fledging businesses 
to shut down or revamp. 
Supporters say CBD, or 
cannabidiol, derived from 
the cannabis plant, can 
help relieve stress and in- 
flammation without getting 
its users high, unlike its more 
famous cousin THC, the 
psychoactive ingredient of 
marijuana which has long 
been illegal in Hong Kong. 
CBD was once legal in the 
city, and cafes and shops 
selling CBD-infused prod- 
ucts were popular among 
young people. 
But all that has changed 
with the prohibition, which 
took effect Wednesday but 
had been announced by 
the government last year. 
CBD-related 
businesses 
have closed down while 
others have struggled to 
remodel their businesses. 
Consumers dumped what 
they saw as a cure for their 
ailments into special col- 
lection boxes set up around 
the city. 
The new rule reflects a ze- 
ro-tolerance policy toward 


dangerous drugs in Hong 
Kong, a semi-autonomous 
southern Chinese business 
hub, as well as in mainland 
China, where CBD was 
banned in 2022. 
The city maintains several 
categories 
of 
“danger- 
ous drugs,” which include 
“hard drugs” such as heroin 
and cocaine. 
In explaining the policy 
change, the Hong Kong 
government cited the dif- 


ficulty of isolating pure CBD 
from cannabis, the possibil- 
ity of contamination with 
THC during the production 
process and the relative 
ease by which CBD can be 
converted to THC. 
Customs authorities vowed 
last week to do more to 
educate residents to help 
them understand that CBD 
is prohibited in Hong Kong 
even though it is legal else- 
where. Starting Wednes- 


day, possession of CBD can 
result in up to seven years 
in jail and a 1 million Hong 
Kong dollar ($128,000) fine. 
Those convicted of import- 
ing, exporting or producing 
the substance can face 
up to life in prison and a 5 
million Hong Kong dollar 
($638,000) fine. 
Some users said the ban 
shows the international fi- 
nancial hub is going back- 
ward. 


“It’s just looking less like an 
international city,” said Jen- 
nifer Lo, the owner of CBD 
Bakery, who started selling 
CBD-infused cheesecakes, 
cookies and drinks in 2021. 
Her business largely dried 
up even before the ban 
took effect, she said. 
“Rumors of the ban af- 
fected how I do business,” 
she said. “Some platforms 
just took me offline without 
telling me. And then it was 
not as easy to get space at 
markets.” 
To comply with the ban, 
Lo dumped all her remain- 
ing stock, including dozens 
of cookies, and said she 
would have to rebrand her 
business. Some other ven- 
dors, including the city’s 
first CBD cafe that opened 
in 2020, shut down. 
Karena Tsoi, who used CBD 
skincare products for two 
years to treat her eczema, 
said she will have to find an 
alternative treatment. 
“It’s troublesome,” she said. 
“The government doesn’t 
have to regulate like this.” 
Most Asian nations have 
strict drug laws with harsh 
penalties with the excep- 
tion of Thailand, which 
made marijuana legal to 
cultivate and possess last 
year. q 


By NICK PERRY 
Associated Press 
WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — The United States 
opened an embassy in the 
Solomon Islands on Thurs- 
day in its latest move to 
counter China’s push into 
the Pacific. 
The 
embassy 
is 
start- 
ing small, with a chargé 
d’affaires, 
a 
couple 
of 
State 
Department 
staff 
and a handful of local em- 
ployees. The U.S. previously 
operated an embassy in 
the Solomon Islands for five 
years before closing it in 
1993 as part of a global re- 
duction in diplomatic posts 
after the end of the Cold 
War. 
But China’s bold moves in 
the region have the U.S. 
seeking to increase its en- 
gagement in a number of 
ways, such as by donating 


COVID-19 vaccines, bring- 
ing back Peace Corps vol- 
unteers to several island 
nations, and investing in 
forestry and tourism proj- 
ects. 
The opening of the embas- 
sy in the Solomon Islands 


comes as Fiji’s new leader, 
Prime Minister Sitiveni Ra- 
buka, appears to be reas- 
sessing some aspects of his 
nation’s engagement with 
China. Rabuka told The Fiji 
Times last week he planned 
to end a police training 


and exchange agreement 
with China. 
The U.S. State Department 
notified lawmakers early 
last year that China’s grow- 
ing influence in the region 
made reopening the Solo- 
mon Islands embassy a pri- 
ority. Since then, the Solo- 
mons has signed a secu- 
rity pact with China, raising 
fears of a military buildup in 
the region, and the U.S. has 
countered by sending sev- 
eral high-level delegations. 
The 
Solomon 
Islands 
switched allegiance from 
the self-ruled island of Tai- 
wan to Beijing in 2019, 
threatening the close ties 
with the U.S. that date back 
to World War II. 
“We are seeing this bond 
weaken as the People’s 
Republic of China aggres- 
sively seeks to engage Sol- 
omon Islands’ political and 


business elites, utilizing a 
familiar pattern of extrava- 
gant promises, prospective 
costly infrastructure loans, 
and potentially dangerous 
debt levels,” the depart- 
ment said in a December 
notice to Congress that 
was obtained by The Asso- 
ciated Press. 
A senior State Department 
official who insisted on an- 
onymity to brief the media 
said the U.S. had been en- 
couraged by the Solomon 
Islands’ 
commitment 
to 
continue working with tra- 
ditional security partners 
such as Australia and the 
U.S., but remained con- 
cerned about the secrecy 
surrounding 
the 
security 
agreement with China. 
He said any type of mili- 
tarization in the Pacific by 
China would be a great 
concern.q 


In this image made from a video, products containing CBD are displayed at a press conference 
by Hong Kong Customs in Hong Kong, Friday, Jan. 27, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Hong Kong bans CBD, forcing businesses to shut or revamp 


Ships are docked offshore in Honiara, the capital of the Solomon 
Islands, Nov. 24, 2018. 
Associated Press 


U.S. opens embassy in Solomon Islands to counter China 
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Royal Family visits 
University of Aruba and 
meet with students from 
different faculties 


(Oranjestad)—During 
the 
two-day Royal visit, His 
Majesty the King Willem- 
Alexander, Her Majesty the 
Queen Maxima and Her 
Royal 
Highness 
Princess 
Amalia visited the Univer- 
sity of Aruba, where they 
were presented with the 
faculty of Law, participated 
in a quiz on different top- 
ics in the Kingdom and had 
the opportunity to discuss 
with students from different 
faculties of the university. 


Bon Dia Aruba talked with 
a few of the students that 
had the opportunity to 
speak with the Royal Fam- 
ily, as well as the Governor 
of Aruba and Secretary 
of State, Alexandra van 
Huffelen. They shared a 
bit of their discussions and 
about how their overall ex- 
perience were. 
Lianne Candelaria, a stu- 
dent from the faculty of 
Law at the university had a 
conversation with King Wil- 
lem-Alexander. She shared 
that they talked about the 
principal of concordance, 
where it states that The 
Netherlands and the other 
islands in the kingdom must 
make sure that the law is 
equal for all. 
She explained that there 


is indeed a difference be- 
tween the laws on the dif- 
ferent islands, because of 
religious reasons for exam- 
ple. However, according 
to the statute, the countries 
must try to keep the laws 
equal for all. 
Candelaria further shared 
how she enjoyed her expe- 
riences with the Royals. She 
indicated that during the 
conversation with the king, 
the king showed support 
not only to her point about 
the laws in the island coun- 
tries of the Dutch Caribbe- 
an—which he said should 
be adapted to those in the 
Netherlands, but also to 
the fact that these islands 
should work together and 
create new laws that they 
could all benefit from. 
“I’m very happy to hear 
that from the king, be- 
cause sometimes we feel 
that we often fade into the 
background, so it’s nice to 
hear that he is interested in 
working with us and that he 
supports us,” Candelaria 
added. 
Keanu 
Maduro, 
student 
from the Social Work & De- 
velopment faculty, had the 
opportunity to speak with 
the queen and princess. He 
shared with Bon Dia Aruba 


that he is surprised that the 
Royals had questions about 
voluntary work and the so- 
cial field in Aruba, where 
he was able to share his 
experience as a student at 
the university. 
“For me, it was something 
very new, because I’ve 
never had an opportunity 
like this. It was really cool to 


have that support from the 
queen and princess for the 
social field on Aruba and 
how they felt about it. They 
provided great feedback 
for us,” Maduro expressed. 
He remarked that he ex- 
plained a little about vol- 
untary work and how it was 
something difficult to keep 
maintaining volunteers and 
remain active. He added 
that they talked about the 
social aspects of the field 
to give a small description 
about what this looks like 
compared to The Nether- 
lands. 
“They were really enjoying 
the conversation and they 
liked the information that 
we provided. I even took 
note of things, so it was 
overall a beautiful experi- 
ence,” he indicated. 
Another student that spoke 
to the king was Lux Grauzi- 
nis, student from the SIS- 
STEM program. She shared 
with the newspaper that 
she and her friends, who 
are also in the same pro- 
gram, spoke to the king 
and the Governor of Aru- 
ba. They talked about what 
SISSTEM entailed, what they 


were doing and what the 
program can mean for the 
future of Aruba in terms 
of sustainability. She also 
shared how some students 
are involved in some proj- 
ects and that they are re- 
ceiving data that the island 
does not yet have, in order 
to obtain necessary infor- 
mation for a better future. 


“It was an honor to be in- 
vited to speak with the Roy- 
als and the Governor, and 
to able to represent my 
school and the program 
in a beautiful way. It was 
great to get their attention 
on something that would 
normally not receive much 
attraction,” Grauzinis said 
about her experience. 


Lastly, she added that the 
king 
and 
the 
governor 
were very receptive and 
the king even commented 
that one of his kids is con- 
sidering coming to the Uni- 
versity of Aruba, because 
she is interested in marine 
science: “it’s an interest, 
and he was enthusiastic to 
hear about those aspects 
of the program as well.” q 


Matividiri – One of the most entertaining va- 
cation activities is a visit to the Ostrich Farm, 
a popular stopover on most island jeep tours. 


Locals and visitors enjoy the guided ostrich 
tour at the farm and features a well-stocked 
locally crafted and produced Art Boutique. 
The highlight of the visit is always the fun inter- 
action with the resident ostriches and emus, 
including a trip to the incubators and the bird 
kindergarten, housing baby ostriches, baby 
emus, chicken and ducks, and even a land 
turtle! 


It was a National Geographic moment when 


on cue Mr. Ostrich flapped his wings excit- 
edly and poked around the ground with his 
bill, triggering Mrs. Ostrich who ran around 
in circles, flapped her wings and also poked 
around, before collapsing on the ground in a 
heap of feathers, allowing him to mount her, 
shaking, winding and spiraling his head in all 
direction! 


Mr. Ostrich concluded his unexpected per- 
formance with a loud honking, his eyes roll- 
ing, then got up in a huff to nonchalantly strut 


away, leaving his wife and the scrutiny of our 
cameras. 
It was a surprise reality TV moment, and not 
usually included in the regular program. 
Feeding the Ostriches is however always on 
the program, and they are eternally hungry, 
and fun! 


Tours are available daily every half hour from 
10– 3pm. No reservations needed for small 
groups. 


Matividiri 57, Open 
daily from 10:00 AM till 4:00 PM 
Telephone: 5859630 
For more information go to the website: www. 
arubaostrichfarm.comq 
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Aruba Tourism 
Authority 
honored loyal 
visitors at Costa 
Linda Beach 
Resort Aruba 


EAGLE BEACH - Recently, Aruba 
Tourism Authority representative 
Ms. Kimberley Richardson had the 
great pleasure in honoring many 
loyal Aruba visitors with their dis- 
tinctive certificates. These cer- 
tificates are a way to say “Masha 
Danki” for continuously choosing 
Aruba as a favorite vacation des- 
tination. The titles are as following: 
10+ years “Distinguished Visitor”, 


20+ years “Goodwill Ambassador” 
and 36+ years “Emerald Ambassa- 
dor”. 
The honorees are: Mr. John and 
Mrs. Mary C. Rociola from Illinois, 
United States, who have been hon- 
ored as Goodwill Ambassadors. 
This symbolic honorary title is pre- 
sented on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism as a token of appreciation 


to the guests who visit Aruba be- 
tween the 10-20-35 and more con- 
secutive year mark. 


The couple loves coming to the 
island for it’s year-round sunny 
weather, the friendliest people, 
the sincerity of Aruba’s people, the 
cleanliness of the island and the 
fact that it’s the best place in the 
world to vacation. 


Ms. Kimberley Richardson repre- 
senting the Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity, and members of the Costa 
Linda Beach Resort bestowed the 
Ambassador certification to the 
honorees, presented them with 
gifts, and also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their favorite 
vacation destination and their 
home-away-from-home.q 


The Ostrich Farm 
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Task Force installed for improving air travel in the Dutch Caribbean 
Shaping and implementing the shared vision of the DCCA 


ORANJESTAD – On No- 
vember 7, 2022, the his- 
toric milestone of signing 
a Memorandum of Under- 
standing (MOU) between 
Dutch Caribbean islands, 
the Netherlands, the six 
airports of the Dutch Carib- 
bean and the Dutch Asso- 
ciation of Airports was cel- 
ebrated. 


This MOU formalizes a com- 
mitment of this partnership 
to explore and establish 
affordable, efficient, and 
sustainable air connectivity 
between Curacao, Aruba, 
St. Maarten, Bonaire, St. 
Eustatius, and Saba and, 
more specifically, to ex- 
plore and stimulate the 
use of emission-free pow- 
ered flights to operate the 
aforementioned air con- 
nectivity. 


DCCA Task Force 
As agreed in the MOU, all 
CEO’s of the DCCA (Dutch 
Cooperation of Caribbean 
Airports) 
recently 
deter- 
mined 
the 
constellation 
of the Task Force. This Task 
Force will be tasked with 
developing a Joint Strate- 
gic Plan (JSP) for improving 
the interisland connectiv- 
ity. 


The Task Force will include 
aviation experts and pro- 
fessionals with at its core 
Mrs. Marieke Smit (Royal 
Schiphol Group) as Pro- 
gram Manager, Mrs. Suzy 
Kartokromo (St. Maarten 
Airport) as assistant Pro- 
gram Manager, Mrs. Jo- 
Anne Meaux-Arends (Aru- 
ba Airport) and Mrs. Peggy 


Croes (Curacao Airport), 
both for business develop- 
ment, Mrs. Christine Dries- 
sen (Bonaire Airport) for air- 
port 
infrastructure/charg- 
ing stations and standards, 
and Mr.Vishal Oedjaghir 
(St Eustatius Airport/Saba 
Airport) as PSO expert. As 
such all islands of the Dutch 
Kingdom are duly repre- 
sented and will be working 
on reaching the end goal 
of the MOU signed back in 
November of 2022. 


Task Force deliverables 
Before the end of 2023, 
this Task Force will deliver 
a Joint Strategic Plan with, 
besides a clear indication 
how to reach the end goal 
of a more affordable, effi- 
cient and sustainable inter- 
island connectivity network 
with a concrete timeline 
and milestones, the follow- 
ing deliverables: 
1. The feasibility and estab- 
lishment of an interisland 
innovation center for sus- 
tainable aviation, to stimu- 
late and facilitate the use 
of zero emission powered 
flights for air connectivity 
between these islands; 
2. Possibilities, means and 
measures to achieve a 
smooth, seamless and ef- 
ficient flow of passengers 
on interisland flights at the 
airports of the CAS and BES 
islands, including easing 
the entry/exit requirements 
by use of biometrics and 
digital identification tech- 


nological 
advancements 
or otherwise; 
3. Recommendations on 
necessary changes of laws, 
regulations and policy per- 
taining to the end goal; 
4. Recommendations on 
how to make interisland 
travel more affordable for 
the public. 


The progress of the Task 
Force will be overseen 
by a Progress Commit- 
tee, which will consist of 
the 
Kingdom 
Countries 
Aviation 
Steering 
Group 
(‘Regiegroep 
Luchtvaart 
voor de Koninkrijkslanden’) 
and the CEO’s of the 
DCCA airports. The Dutch 
Civil Airports Association 
(‘Nederlandse Vereniging 
van Luchthavens’) will also 
appoint a representative in 
the Progress Committee. 


Joost Meijs, CEO of Aruba 
Airport Authority N.V. and 
chairman of the DCCA: “It 
is great to see that collec- 
tively we have been able to 
define a strong Task Force 
with aviation professionals 
from the Caribbean and 
international world. I am 
convinced that together 
and with the support of all 
islands and countries of the 
Dutch Kingdom we will im- 
prove the interisland con- 
nectivity in all aspects”.q 
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Consumer Price Index, base period June 2019 - December 2022 


The Central Bureau of Sta- 
tistics presents the most 
important findings for the 
Consumer 
Price 
Index 
(CPI) for the month of De- 
cember 2022. 


Consumer Price Index for 
the month of December 
2022 
The 
CPI 
for 
December 
2022 is 106.37, a decrease 
of 0.1% compared to the 
index of November 2022 
(106.49). The percentage 
change of the CPI over 
the last twelve (12) months 
(December 2021 to De- 
cember 2022) is 5.7, an in- 
crease of 2.1 percentage 
points (ppts) compared to 
the percentage change 
for the same period of last 
year (3.6%). 


The period average (last 
24 
months) 
percentage 
change of the CPI for the 
periods January 2021 to 
December 2021 and Janu- 
ary 2022 to December 2022 
is 5.5%, an increase of 4.8 
ppts compared to the pe- 
riod average percentage 
change over the periods 
January 2020 to December 
2020 and January 2021 to 
December 2021 (0.7%). 


During this month, four (4) 
of the twelve (12) sectors 
registered 
decreases 
in 
prices. The decreases that 
had the greatest influence 
on the CPI were registered 
for the “Transport” (-2.2%) 
and “Household opera- 
tion” (-3.2%) sectors, which 
contributed with an effect 
of -0.32 and -0.29 ppts, re- 
spectively. The decreases 
in the remaining sectors 
had an effect of -0.03 ppts 
on the CPI of December 
2022. 


Aforementioned decreas- 
es 
were 
partially 
offset 
mainly by increasesin the 
indicesfor the “Recreation 
and culture” (2.2%) and 
“Restaurants and hotels” 
sectors, causing an effect 
of 0.21 and 0.13 ppts. The 
increases in the remaining 
sectors had an effect of 0.19 
ppts on the CPI of Decem- 
ber 2022. The decrease in 
the “Transport” sector was 
mainly due to a decrease 
in the category “Opera- 
tion of personal transport 
equipment” (-3.8%), which 
contributed to an effect of 
-0.33 ppts. The decrease in 
the “Household operation” 
sector was mainly due to 
an increase in the catego- 
ry “Household appliances” 
(-9.0%), which contributed 
to an effect of -0.23 ppts. 
The increase in the “Rec- 
reation and culture” sec- 
tor was mainly due to an 
increase in the category 
“Holidays” (5.9%), which 
contributed to an effect of 
0.16 ppts. The increase in 
the “Restaurants and ho- 
tels” sector was mainly due 
to an increase of 1.9% in 
the category “Catering ser- 
vices”, which contributed 
to an effect of 0.08 ppts. 


Consumption basket 
The consumption basket 
of the CPI consists of 408 
goods and services. Com- 
pared to November 2022, 
43.6% of these products 
had an increase in price, 
causing an effect of 0.93 
ppts, while 39.5% showed 
a decrease, contributing to 
an effect of -1.04 ppts and 
the remaining 16.9% had 
no change in price. The 
prices of goods decreased 
by 0.8% and caused an in- 
fluence of -0.50 ppts. The 


prices of services showed 
an increase of 1.0% and 
had an influence of 0.39 
ppts on the CPI of Decem- 
ber 2022. 


Core inflation 
The CPIC (core inflation) 
- CPI excluding the effect 
of energy and food – was 
3.0% in December 2022. 
The energy index - which 
consists of the products: 
electricity, water, gasoline 
and diesel – was 14.2%. 
The food index showed an 
increase of 10.5%. 


Subsistence level 
The subsistence level for 
a household consisting of 
two (2) adults and two (2) 
children (aged 0-15 years) 
in December 2022 is Afl. 
5,376, an increase of Afl. 
469 compared to Decem- 
ber 2021 (Afl. 4,907). The 
subsistence level for a sin- 
gle adult household is Afl. 
2,560, an increase of Afl. 23 
compared to December 
2021 (Afl. 2,337). 


Consumer Price Index 
Over the last 12 months, 
the CPI increased by 5.7%. 
Nine (9) of the twelve (12) 
sectors registered increases 
in prices. The increases that 
had the greatest influence 
on the CPI were registered 
for the “Housing” (12.1%), 
“Transport” (11.2%), “Food 
and non-alcoholic bever- 
ages” (13.3%) and “Res- 
taurants and hotels” (8.7%) 
sectors, which contributed 
with an effect of 2.98, 1.48, 
1.45 and 0.40 ppts, respec- 
tively. The increases in the 
remaining sectors had an 
effect of 0.42 ppts on the 
CPI of December 2021 
- December 2022. Afore- 
mentioned increases were 
partially offset by decreas- 
es in the indices for the 
“Communications” (-8.1%) 
and “Household opera- 
tion” (-3.4%) sectors, caus- 
ing an effect of -0.68 and 
-0.32 ppts, respectively. 


The increase in the “Hous- 
ing” sector was mainly due 
to increases in the catego- 
ries “Electricity, gas and 
other fuels” (23.0%) and 
“Water supply and miscel- 
laneous services relating 
to the dwelling” (19.0%), 
which contributed to an 


effect of respectively, 1.74 
and 0.89 ppts. The increase 
in the “Transport” sector 
was mainly due to increas- 
es in the categories “Pur- 
chase of vehicles” (21.3%) 
and “Operation of per- 
sonal transport equipment” 
(6.2%), which contributed 
to an effect of 0.93 and 
0.52 ppts, respectively. The 
increase in the “Food and 
non-alcoholic beverages” 
sector was mainly due to 
an increase in the cate- 
gory “Food” (13.5%), which 
contributed to an effect of 
1.31 ppts. The increase in 
the “Restaurants and ho- 
tels” sector was mainly due 
to an increase in the cate- 
gory “Food and beverage 
consumption outside the 
home” (8.0%), which con- 
tributed to an effect of 0.36 
ppts. 


The decrease in the “Com- 
munications” sector was 
mainly due to a decrease 
in 
the 
category 
“Tele- 
phone and telefax ser- 
vices” (-7.8%), which con- 
tributed to an effect of 
-0.63 ppts. The decrease 
in the “Household opera- 
tion” sector was due to a 
decrease in the category 
“Household 
appliances” 
(-9.4%), which contributed 
to an effect of -0.25 ppts. 


Consumption basket 
Over the last year 64.0% of 
the products in the con- 
sumtion basket had an in- 
crease in price, causing an 
effect of 7.81 ppts, while 
24.8% showed a decrease, 
contributing to an effect of 
-2.08 ppts and the remain- 
ing 11.3% had no change in 
price. The prices of goods 
increased by 9.3% and 
caused an influence of 5.34 
ppts. The prices of services 
showed an increase of 
0.9% and had an influence 
of 0.39 ppts. 


Subsistence level 
Over the last 12 months, 
the subsistence level for 
a household consisting of 
two (2) adults and two (2) 
children (aged 0- 15 years) 
registered an increase of 
Afl. 469. This increase was 
mainly due to increases in 
the “Food and non-alco- 
holic beverages” (Afl. 262) 
and “Housing” (Afl. 176) 


sectors. 


Change in prices of crude 
oil, utilities, gasoline and 
diesel 
The average price per bar- 
rel of crude oil registered 
an increase of US$ 5.39 
(7.5%) from US$ 71.41 in De- 
cember 2021 to US$ 76.80 
in December 2022. 
The average price per bar- 
rel of the WTI crude oil (US$ 
95.14) for the year 2022 
shows an increase of US$ 
27.36 (40.4%) compared to 
the average price for the 
year 2021 (US$ 67.78). 
The energy index increased 
by 17.6% over the past 
12 months. The indices of 
“Gasoline” 
and 
“Diesel” 
registered increases of re- 
spectively, 5.2% and 29.0% 
over the last year, contrib- 
uting together with an ef- 
fect of 0.35 ppts. The indices 
of “Electricty” and “water” 
registered increases of re- 
spectively, 22.7% and 23.1% 
over the last year, contrib- 
uting together with an ef- 
fect of 1.65 and 0.84 ppts, 
respectively. The remaining 
404 goods and services, as 
a group, show an increase 
of 3.4% and had an effect 
of 2.89 ppts on the CPI. 


Change in prices of Food & 
catering services 
Over the last 12 months, 
the “Food & catering ser- 
vices” increased by 11.7%. 
The “Food at home” in- 
dex showed an increase 
of 13.3%, where all of the 
“Food 
at 
home” 
food 
groups increased over the 
period. The “Milk, cheese 
and eggs” index increased 
by 17.3%, the largest in- 
crease among the “Food 
at home” food groups. Fur- 
thermore, other significant 
increases were posted in 
the indices for “Potatoes 
and other tubers” (15.6%), 
“Meat” 
(15.3%), 
“Bread 
and cereals” (14.9%), “Oils 
and fats” (14.3%), “Fish and 
other 
seafood” 
(13.6%), 
“Non-alcoholic 
beverag- 
es” (11.6%), “Sugar, jam, 
honey and other confec- 
tionery” (10.5%) and “Veg- 
etables” (10.4%). 


The index for “Food away 
from 
home” 
increased 
by 8.0% over the last 12 
months.q 
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Richard Jacobs: from footballer to international cameraman to 
multimedia lecturer in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD – Richard E. 
Jacobs Jr. is currently a 
guest lecturer in multime- 
dia at Ibero American High 
School. Jacobs has a long 
and successful trajectory 
in the world of television; 
but before entering televi- 
sion, his first love was soc- 
cer. In an interview with our 
reporter, Jacobs tells a bit 
about his career in soccer 
and multimedia. 


From a young age, be- 
cause his father played 
soccer, Jacobs followed in 
his father’s footsteps and 
began playing soccer too. 
At a young age he moved 
to the Netherlands and 
from that moment contin- 
ued developing in his sport. 
Half of his career was in 
the Netherlands where he 
played for big teams. Af- 
terwards he came back to 
Aruba and played in vari- 
ous youth teams and rep- 
resented Aruba in Santo 
Domingo, among others. 


Jacobs says that during his 
soccer career he won dif- 
ferent individual awards. 
Among others, he won go- 
algetter in a championship 
twice, and was MVP of a 
championship twice. He 
also won best striker. 


During the 1990s, he was 
part of Aruba’s national 
team, representing our is- 
land in elimination games 
for the World Cup in 1994, 
1998 and 2002. He was also 
part of the Aruba team for 
the Caribbean Champion- 
ship Shell Cup, and in the 


year 2000 he was part of 
the Aruban team that beat 
the Puerto Rican team 4-2. 


Jacobs studied in the elec- 
trical sector in Aruba and 
after finishing his studies 
in Aruba he moved to the 
Netherlands to continue 
studying electronica. 
During his studies in the 
Netherlands, Jacobs says, 
there was a department 
that 
would 
photograph 
and film here and there, 
but mostly photograph. He 
went to experience this, 
and loved it so much that 
he started participating. 
“I started going deeper into 
it. For filming, I began when 
I was 14, filming various ac- 
tivities around Aruba with a 
big camera. I always liked 
filming. That’s how I started, 
and as I grew up I gained 
more experience.” 


Jacobs worked in TeleA- 
ruba, and after that he got 
the opportunity to work 
in ATV and at this time he 
gained a lot of experience 
in the world of television. 


Internationally, he worked 
at different TV stations and 
programs. He says that 
he worked with CNN, Fox, 
NBC, as cameraman for 
the Larry King show, and 
he worked as cameraman 
also for Nancy Grace at 
that time. 


The transition from televi- 
sion to school happened 
because his two daughters 
attended Ibero American 
High School, and during the 
years they were enrolled, 
they realized that he was 
doing multimedia work and 
the 
school 
approached 
him to start teaching in the 
MultiMedia department in 
order to introduce the sub- 
ject to the students. “They 
found accreditation for this 
and after six years teach- 
ing, this is the only school 
that is currently giving com- 
plete multimedia lessons,” 
Jacobs emphasized. 
“You learn everything re- 
garding 
filming, 
editing, 
you learn video editing, 
and you learn to work with 


Photoshop, restore images, 
make posters, you learn ev- 
erything regarding social 
media. We also teach the 
technical aspect a bit of 
the work of IT”, he added. 


Finalizing, Jacobs says that 
what he likes the most 
about teaching at the 
school is inspiring the kids, 
who have an open win- 
dow to the world of multi- 
media. “Maybe you are a 


very creative person, you 
can do a lot with multime- 
dia and what I like is that 
when I give an assignment, 
I want for them to do it the 
best that they can, better 
than me. 
The goal is to push these 
children to use their cre- 
ativity 
and 
experience 
the world of multimedia, 
through which they can ex- 
press themselves in differ- 
ent ways.”q 
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Divi Villge Golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 3 room #2317 $8K 
studio WK #3 room #2318$7K 
27 weeks remain on each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


________________________________216271 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
1 br WK # 8,9,10 room # 931 
studio WK # 8,9 room # 932 
32 weeks remain on each 
Price : studio $ 10 K 
Price : 1 br $ 15 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
1 br WK # 13 room # 763 
26 weeks remain 
Price :$ 15 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Barcelo Resort 
Palm beach 
3 bedroom 3 bath 
Week 6 and 7 Penthouse 
all inclusive package meal and 
drinks 
Price :$ 80 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


La Quinta Beach Resort 
eagle beach 
2 br WK #9 room #212 
Ocean view 
Price :$12K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


HTTA 
Time - share resale 
are you interested in sell your 
Timeshare in aruba 
Contacts the expert 37 years 
Of doing honest business on 
the Islands 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
studio wk #5 room # 8105 
building C with 13 weeks remain 
Price :$7 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
alto Vista Noord 
2 br , 2 bath fully furnished 
With and appartment Ocean 
view 
Price $550 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo 
Gold Coast Wespunt 
3 br , 3 bath 
Fully furnished 
Price $480 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 
2 br ,2 bath Platinum 
Ocean side ( light house 
building) 
Price: $22 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


LIKE US ON 


Facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


By DAVID KLEPPER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As if 
running a restaurant during 
a pandemic wasn’t tough 
enough, Christopher Wong 
also had to contend with a 
racist troll. 
“I will not have my dog eat 
in this place because they 
might cook him,” read 
the Yelp review of Wong’s 
eatery, the Curry Up Cafe 
in suburban Los Angeles. 
“The owner works for the 
Chinese government.” 
Yelp removed the review 
after Wong and several 
regular customers com- 
plained, but not before it 
had already been seen by 
an unknown number of po- 
tential customers. 
“If one person read that 
and decided not to come 
in, that’s someone who 
could have been a satis- 
fied customer for years,” 
Wong told The Associated 
Press. Last year, Yelp, which 
is based in San Francisco, 
removed more than 2,000 
racist business reviews be- 
fore they went online a 
nearly 10-fold jump over 
the year before. 
It’s a sharp increase that 
reflects improved efforts by 
Yelp to combat racist con- 
tent and shows how even 
a site known for reviews 
of restaurants and repair 
services can become en- 
snared in America’s on- 
going battle over online 
civility.q 


The Yelp app is seen on an 
iPad in Baltimore on March 
19, 2018. 
Associated Press 


Anti-Asian 
hate ‘runs 
the gamut,’ 
racist Yelp 
reviews 
show 
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Ambbasador Suites 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 3 room # 1227 
1 br WK # 3 room # 1431 
Price : $ 8 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 5 and 6 room # 1226 
Price : $8 K each 
1 br WK # 5 room # 1327 
Price :$8500 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 6 room # 1132 
1 br WK # 6 room # 1427 
1 br WK # 6 room # 1435 
Price :$8 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador Suites 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 7 room # 1226 
1 br WK # 7 room # 1330 
Price :$7 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador Suites 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 8 room # 1126 $8K 
1 br WK # 8 room # 1226 $8K 
1 br WK # 8 room # 1330 $7K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Property land 
shaba Matadera Noord 
865 m2 
918 m2 
3000m2 (comercial ) 
Price :$150 per m2 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK 1,2,3 
room # 2308 birdie 2 
24 weeks remain on the contract 
Price :$9K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo For Sale 
Westpunt 
Tierra del sol 
3 br 2 1/2 bath ocean view 
Fully furnished with garage 
Price :$550K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House for sale 
Palm beach 
3br 2 bath with one appartment 
5 min walk to the beach 
Price :$550K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
studio WK # 3 room # 7306 
With 19 weeks remain $ 7 K 
studio WK # 4 room # 3409 
23 weeks remain $7 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
beach Front Malmok 
6 br 6 bath 
Price :$3 Million 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
studio WK 1,2,3 
room #2309 
24 weeks remain on the contract 
Price :$8K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
studio WK #6 room#4226 
23 weeks remain $8K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
studio WK #7 and 8 room #3405 
12/14 weeks remain on the 
contract 
Price :8K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
studio WK #9 room#3307 $8K 
14 weeks remain on the contract 
studio WK #10 room #3203 $8K 
10 weeks remain on the contract 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Dutch Village 
eagle beach 
studio WK #4 room #129 
22 weeks remain Non manda- 
tory 
expire :2028 
Price :$7K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


________________________________216263 


Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B: 
Week 2/unit 1113 (18k); 
Week 5/unit 1315 (20k); 
Week 8/unit 1113 (19k); 
Week 8/unit 1409 (19k); 
Week 10/unit 1207 (17k); 
Week 13/unit 1509 (14k); 
Week 14/unit 1308 (14k); and, 
Week 15/unit 1217 (10k). 
CdMOwner@gmail.com 
us(Call/Text): (860)992-3890 


_______________________________216163 


Dutch Village 
eagle beach 
1 br WK #8 room #14 
6 full accelearted 6K 
studio WK#8 room#33 
21 weeks remain $8K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
Condo for sale 
bubali Noord 
2 br 2bath town house 
5 min drive to eagle beach 
Price :$275K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 
san Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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‘NEW YORK (AP) — Day- 
time television psychologist 
“Dr. Phil” McGraw says he 
plans to end his talk show 
after 21 years in the com- 
ing months, but viewers 
haven’t seen the last of 
him. 
“Dr. Phil” was the most 
prominent 
spinoff 
from 
Oprah 
Winfrey’s 
show, 
which 
once 
dominated 
daytime TV. The Texan’s 
program debuted in Sep- 
tember 2002 after he’d 
been featured as a regular 
guest on Winfrey’s. 
“With this show, we have 
helped thousands of guest 
and 
millions 
of 
viewers 
through everything from 


addiction and marriage to 
mental wellness and raising 
children,” McGraw said in 
a statement. 
“This has been an incred- 
ible chapter of my life and 
career, but while I’m mov- 
ing on from daytime, there 
is so much more I wish to 
do.” 
The traditional broadcast 
TV season ends in spring; 
there was no date given for 
Phil’s final show. 
McGraw, 72, said he wants 
to focus on prime-time pro- 
gramming and is planning 
an unspecified project for 
early next year. 
In the meantime, while 
new “Dr. Phil” episodes 


won’t be made, the show 
won’t disappear from TV. 
CBS Media Ventures, which 
syndicates 
his 
program, 
said it will offer stations a 
package of reruns with oc- 
casional new wraparound 
content for future seasons. 
That’s a cost-saving path 
blazed by “Judge Judy,” 
which aired its last original 
show in June 2021 but con- 
tinues to be popular in re- 
runs. 
“We plan to be in the ‘Dr. 
Phil’ business with the library 
for years to come and wel- 
come opportunities to work 
together in the future,” said 
Steve LoCascio, president 
of CBS Media Ventures.q 


Robin McGraw, left, and Dr. Phil McGraw arrive at the 50th 
annual Academy of Country Music Awards at AT&T Stadium on 
Sunday, April 19, 2015, in Arlington, Texas. 
Associated Press 


Dr. Phil’ talk show to end daytime TV 
run after 21 years 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 
Pamela Anderson was al- 
ways a bit of an open book 
in interviews. No one ever 
told her not to be, or that 
because she talked about 
some things that she didn’t 
have to talk about every- 
thing. She didn’t know that 
she could draw her own 
line in the sand if a question 
made her feel uncomfort- 
able. 
And so she answered all 
manner of questions about 
her breasts, her body, her 
image, her boyfriends par- 
tially because she was gra- 
cious and self-deprecating, 
partially because her body 
was, in some ways, her 
meal ticket and partially 
because the people asking 
these questions were more 
often than not respected 
journalists working for re- 
spected outlets. 
From the moment that au- 
dience camera zoomed in 
on her in the Labatt T-shirt 
at a Canadian football 
game in 1989, the image 
of Pamela Anderson was, 
essentially, no longer her 
own. It belonged to every- 
one else. 
By the time private home 
videos showing her and 
husband Tommy Lee hav- 
ing sex were stolen, re- 
produced and distributed 
for sale globally, no one 


seemed all that horrified on 
her behalf. They couldn’t 
even fake it when speaking 
to her. 
She wasn’t a person; She 
was just an object. And 
then, in some ways, it was 
done all over again many 
years later when the Hulu 
series “Pam & Tommy” was 
made without her involve- 
ment or consent. 
“ Pamela, a Love Story,” 
a new documentary from 
filmmaker Ryan White, gives 
Anderson the chance to 
tell her story her own way, 
from her earliest days to her 
Playboy debut, her “Bay- 
watch” fame, her many 
marriages and up through 
her recent run on Board- 


way. She is still that open 
book, 
disarmingly 
funny 
and candid and uncyni- 
cal, sitting there beautifully 
makeup free, letting the 
filmmakers and audience 
peer into her soul through 
many pages of journals go- 
ing back to her childhood. 
It is a captivating watch, 
especially for those who 
never thought much about 
her at all. 
Anderson’s life was and is 
immensely complex. Her 
parents’ relationship was 
volatile and sometimes vio- 
lent. They lived on welfare 
for a time and she still re- 
members the taste of the 
powdered milk. She had 
a female babysitter who 


molested her for years. At 
age 12 she was raped by 
a 25-year-old. She learned 
early to leave her body 
and make her own little 
world, she says, and she 
knew from a young age 
that she had to get off of 
that island. 
Like many women before 
and after her, Anderson 
didn’t feel beautiful grow- 
ing up and after the sexual 
trauma, her body was a 
source of secret shame. 
Ironic that it was her body 
that would be her ticket 
out, ultimately. But model- 
ing felt like playing a char- 
acter, she said. Even when 
mostly nude, it didn’t feel 
like herself. Sometimes it 


was even fun. 
There is a breeziness to 
Anderson, 
who, 
despite 
everything, does not think 
of herself as a victim. She 
doesn’t 
regret 
marrying 
Tommy Lee after four days 
of knowing him — her ac- 
count of the quick court- 
ship is quite amusing. At a 
certain point, though sick 
of always having to talk 
about her breasts, she used 
her image for a cause she 
cared about: PETA. She 
even sat through a roast 
under the condition that a 
sizable donation be made 
to the organization. She is 
a hopeful romantic who is 
hard not to root for. 
She has made peace with 
many, many things, some 
simply by refusing to dwell, 
but one thing that still stings 
is the tape such a clear 
violation of her privacy that 
you wonder what sort of 
culture and legal system 
would allow it to get as out 
of control as it did. 
That a series would attempt 
to 
make 
entertainment 
out of it just reopened old 
wounds and traumas. Even 
if it was done out of some 
altruistic motive to reframe 
the recent past, for Ander- 
son, it was another group of 
people making money off 
of, what her son calls, the 
worst thing that’s ever hap- 
pened to her. q 


This image released by Netflix shows Pamela Anderson in a scene from the documentary “Pamela, 
A Love Story.” 
Associated Press 


Pamela Anderson captivatingly tells her own story 
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By FRED GOODALL 
AP Sports Writer 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — This 
time, Tom Brady says he’s 
done for good. 
The seven-time Super Bowl 
winner 
with 
New 
Eng- 
land and Tampa Bay an- 
nounced 
his 
retirement 
from the NFL on Wednes- 
day, exactly one year after 
first saying his playing days 
were over, by posting a 
brief video lasting just un- 
der one minute on social 
media. 
Unlike last winter, though, 
the most successful quar- 
terback in league history, 
as well as one of the great- 
est athletes in team sports, 
said his decision was final. 
“Good 
morning 
guys. 
I’ll get to the point right 
away,” Brady says as the 
message begins. “I’m retir- 
ing. For good.” 
He briefly retired after the 
2021 season but wound 
up coming back for one 
more year with the Bucca- 
neers. He retires at age 45, 
the owner of virtually every 
meaningful NFL passing re- 
cord in an unprecedented 
23-year career. 
A year ago when he retired, 
it was in the form of a long 
Instagram post. But about 
six weeks later, he decided 
to return for one more run, 
citing “unfinished business” 
after an early playoff exit. 
The 
Buccaneers 
with 
whom he won a Super 
Bowl 
two 
seasons 
ago 
made the playoffs again 
this season, losing in their 
playoff opener. And at the 
time, it begged the ques- 
tion about whether Brady 
would play again. 
Only a couple of weeks 
later, he has given the an- 
swer. 
“I know the process was a 
pretty big deal last time, so 
when I woke up this morn- 
ing, I figured I’d just press 
record and let you guys 
know first,” Brady says in 
the video. “I won’t be long- 
winded. You only get one 
super emotional retirement 
essay and I used mine up 
last year. 
“I really thank you guys 
so much, to every single 
one of you for supporting 
me. My family, my friends, 
teammates, my competi- 


tors. I could go on forever. 
There’s too many. Thank 
you guys for allowing me 
to live my absolute dream. 
I wouldn’t change a thing. 
Love you all.” 
Brady is the NFL’s career 
leader in yards passing 
(89,214) and touchdowns 
(649). He is the only player 
to win more than five Super 
Bowls and has been MVP 
of the game five times. He 
also holds marks for regular- 
season wins (251), 
Super Bowl appearances 
(10), playoff games and 
wins (48, 35), as well as 
playoff yards (13,400) and 
TDs (88). 
“Tom’s 
legacy 
is 
un- 
matched in the history of 
this game. All the Super 
Bowl titles and statistical re- 
cords speak for themselves, 
but the impact he had on 
so many people through 
the years is what I appreci- 
ate the most,” Buccaneers 
general manager Jason Li- 
chet said. 
“His imprint on this organi- 
zation helped take us to 
the mountaintop. We will 
certainly miss him as our 
quarterback, but I will also 
miss him as a leader and 
friend,” Licht added. “Our 
entire organization is in- 
debted to him for what he 
provided us over the past 
three years. We won’t ever 


forget the wins or the acco- 
lades, and his influence will 
be felt for years to come.” 
Brady announced his retire- 
ment one day after attend- 
ing the premiere of “80 for 
Brady” which comes out 
Friday in Los Angeles. The 
movie tells the story of four 
lifelong friends, played by 
Lily Tomlin, Jane Fonda, 
Rita Moreno and Sally Field, 
who went to a Super Bowl 
to see Brady play. 
He was asked Tuesday night 
whether he felt a connec- 
tion working with women 
the four stars range in age 
from 76 to 91 who don’t 
want to retire. 
“They’re working hard and 
they love it. So good for 
them,” Brady told The Asso- 
ciated Press. “You know, it’s 
just that’s what life is about. 
You got to, you know, wake 
up every day with a pur- 
pose. And when you find 
something you love to do, 
you know, it’s hard to stop. 
You really enjoy it. And 
there’s a lot of aspects that 
you do enjoy. So they still 
bring it at this age. It’s re- 
ally unbelievable to watch 
them on set and how much 
energy they have. And I 
certainly was inspired by 
them and learned a lot of 
lessons on this whole experi- 
ence.” 
Famously underrated com- 


ing into the NFL he was 
picked 199th in the 2000 
draft by the Patriots, be- 
hind six other quarterbacks, 
three kickers and a punter 
Brady certainly wasn’t ex- 
pected to become synon- 
ymous with greatness. He 
played in one game as a 
rookie, completing one of 
three passes for six yards. 
The 
next 
year, 
it 
all 
changed. 
Brady took over as the Patri- 
ots’ starter, the team beat 
the St. Louis Rams in the Su- 
per Bowl that capped the 
2001 season and he and 
New England coach Bill 
Belichick were well on their 
way to becoming the most 
successful coach-QB duo 
in football history. 
More Super Bowl wins came 
after the 2003 and 2004 
seasons. The Patriots re- 
turned to football’s moun- 
taintop for a fourth time in 
Brady’s era a decade later 
to cap the 2014 season, the 
start of three more titles in a 
span of five years. 
He signed with Tampa Bay 
in free agency in 2020 and 
added a seventh Super 
Bowl ring to his collection in 
his first season with his new 
team. 
The Bucs and won 37 
games (including postsea- 
son) with Brady at quar- 
terback third most in the 


league over the past three 
seasons behind Kansas City 
(46) and Buffalo (41). 
“I think I’ve been on the 
record dozens of times say- 
ing there’s no quarterback 
I’d rather have than Tom 
Brady, and I still feel that 
way,” Belichick said in 2021 
shortly before Tampa Bay, 
with Brady, came to New 
England and beat the Pa- 
triots in a game dubbed 
“The Return.” 
“I was very lucky to have 
Tom as the quarterback, to 
coach him, and he was as 
good as any coach could 
ever ask for.” 
Brady set league single- 
season records for comple- 
tions (490) and pass at- 
tempts (733) while throwing 
for 4,643 yards, 25 touch- 
downs and nine intercep- 
tions in his final season. 
The Bucs, however ranked 
dead last in rushing offense 
and, forced to rely almost 
solely of Brady’s arm, strug- 
gled to get the ball into the 
end zone. 
After scoring 61 touch- 
downs in 2021, Tampa Bay 
slipped to 31 last season 
and averaged just 18.4 
points per game down 
from over 30 in Brady’s first 
two seasons with the Bucs. 
At 8-9, Brady’s only los- 
ing season in over two 
decades as a NFL starter, 
the Bucs became just the 
fourth team in league his- 
tory to earn a postseason 
berth with a losing mark in 
a non-strike year. The of- 
fensive struggles continued 
during a lopsided loss to 
Dallas in the NFC wild-card 
round. 
Brady won three NFL MVP 
awards, was a first-team 
All-Pro three times and was 
selected to the Pro Bowl 15 
times. 
Brady and model Gisele 
Bündchen finalized their di- 
vorce this past fall, during 
the Bucs’ season. It ended 
a 13-year marriage be- 
tween two superstars who 
respectively reached the 
pinnacles of football and 
fashion. 
It was announced last year 
that when Brady retires 
from playing, he would join 
Fox Sports as a television 
analyst in a 10-year, $375 
million deal.q 


Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady (12) smiles during warmups before an NFL football 
game, Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023, in Atlanta. 
Associated Press 


Tom Brady retires at 45, insisting this time it’s ‘for good’ 
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By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 
Breanna Stewart couldn’t 
turn down a chance to 
play in New York and po- 
tentially help the Liberty win 
their first WNBA champion- 
ship. 
The most coveted free 
agent this offseason, who 
won the WNBA MVP award 
in 2018, announced on so- 
cial media that she was go- 
ing to New York with a pho- 
to of her in a Liberty shirt 
on 
Wednesday. 
Stewart 
had spent her entire career 
in Seattle since the Storm 
drafted her No. 1 overall in 
2016. She won two cham- 
pionships with the team in 
2018 and 2020. 
“I decided to go to New 
York as I wanted to con- 
tinue to be great. And I 
wanted to go to the place 


where I think I can help this 
league become better, to 
raise the standard,” Stew- 


art said in an interview on 
ESPN. “I feel like why not go 
to the biggest market in all 


of sports. I’m excited to go 
after their first champion- 
ship.” 


Seattle Storm forward Breanna Stewart brings the ball up against the Las Vegas Aces in Game 2 of 
a WNBA basketball playoff semifinal Aug. 31, 2022, in Las Vegas. 
Associated Press 


Stewart heads to New York on first day of WNBA free agency 


The 28-year-old wing has 
averaged 20.3 points and 
8.6 rebounds in her WNBA 
career. She missed the 
2019 season with an Achil- 
les injury. 
“New York is a basketball 
city and I can’t wait to be 
a part of it,” Stewart said. 
By coming to New York 
it brings Stewart closer to 
home. She grew up in Syra- 
cuse which is an hour flight 
from New York. 
It also is an easier flight to 
Spain to see her wife Mar- 
ta’s family. 
New York representatives, 
including 
coach 
Sandy 
Brondello and co-owner 
Clara Wu Tsai met with 
Stewart in Turkey last week. 
Stewart 
had 
narrowed 
her choices down to Se- 
attle and New York before 
choosing the Liberty. 
The move turns the Liberty 
into an instant champi- 
onship 
contender. 
New 
York is one of the WNBAs 
original franchises, but has 
never won a champion- 
ship. The Liberty already 
added 2021 MVP Jonquel 
Jones and Kayla Thornton 
through a three-way deal 
to complement 2020 No. 1 
draft pick Sabrina Ionescu. 
“I think this group has a ton 
of potential, a lot of amaz- 
ing players,” Stewart said. 
“The selflessness helps us 
set ourselves apart from 
everyone else.” 
The news was met with ela- 
tion on social media by 
Jones, Ionescu and Nets 
star Kevin Durant, who said 
on a podcast that he had 
reached out to Stewart to 
get her to come to New 
York. 
“As I’ve gone through free 
agency this time around, 
of course I’m thinking of 
where I can compete for 
my 
third 
championship, 
but the words home and 
family are what I kept 
coming back to,” Parker 
said. “After evaluating the 
landscape together with 
my family, we’ve decided 
the Las Vegas Aces are 
the right organization for 
us at this point in our lives. 
To play for a champion- 
ship close to home is the 
perfect situation for us. I’m 
looking forward to continu- 
ing the journey this summer 
in Las Vegas.” q 


